The French and Indian War

We have decided to publish the lecture notes from the program on the French and
Indian War, because of receiving numerous requests for copies of the fascindting a
informative program.

On June 11, 22 people had the pleasure of hearing an informative program held in
the Carriage House at HMPF. The speaker was Harry Kels Swan and théwabjac
period of the French and Indian War. Mr. Swan is the President of the National Museum
of the Revolution in Princeton, N. J. The museum was founded by the Swan Historical
Foundation, Inc. Those in attendance also had an opportunity to view two important
medals from the American colonial period and to chat with Mr. Swan concerning other
historical facts, the contents of the National Museum of the Revolution and the Swan
Family heritage.

What follows are pictures of the important American colonial medals that Min Sw
exhibited and his lecture notes:

~ ichardson,
silversmith of Philadelphia, Pa.,
this al medal was presented
the City of Philadelphia to
Colonel John  Armstrong  of
_arlis ‘Pa., Md his commissioned
for the destruction of the
Indian village of Kittanning, Pa., on
|September 8, 1756. This medal is
executed in America and is

-
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“War and Peace in Colonial Pennsylvania, 250 Years: A Retrospective”
By H. Kels Swan, May 20, 2006

This historical narrative is based upon two extant medals designed and struck
in Pennsylvania, the first in colonial America to commemorate a military victory in
present-day Armstrong County and the first in colonial America to commemorate an
Indian treaty in present-day Northampton County two years later.

The war that began in Pennsylvania changed the world and created the America we
know today. It is known in Europe as the Seven Years’ War, whereas American historians
label it the French and Indian War, for it actually was fought nine years. French
Canadians refer to it as the War of the Conquest. Native Americans label it as the last
great war in a series of wars with the white race. In reality it should be called the British,
French, and Indian War. Ultimately, this war, whatever you care to call it, created the
conditions that permitted the emergence of the 13 American colonies into the United
States of America and eventually into international prominence in the twenty-first century.

Since nearly a million people would perish in the fighting that raged from North
America to India to Asia, and from Africa to Europe, and on all the seas between, Winston
Churchill’s assessment of this conflict was correct when he named it the “first world war.”
Today, sadly, this conflict between Europe’s most powerful nations at that time is all but
forgotten in America. Most Americans view it as that war the Anglo-Americans fought
against our French and Indian enemies over territory in North America. This limited
perspective ignores the vital role of Indians as allies and equals, rather casting them as
inconsequential and worthless actors in a worldwide military drama. The two original
medals, the first of their kind created in colonial America, discussed and displayed today,
point to the significant role played by the Native Americans in the story of the three-way
struggle for the possession and ultimate control of the North American continent in the
eighteenth century.

Young George Washington observed two and a half years after his defeat by the
French at “Fort Necessity” in Western Pennsylvania in July of 1754, “Virginia is a
Country Young at War.” After 1755, British military expedition failed to capture Fort
Duquesne, modern Pittsburgh, French, Canadian and Indian fighters launched devastating
raids against Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia backcountries. Similar attacks had
long protected New France, modern Canada, and Indian Nations in North America. The
British would not retake the “Forks of the Ohio” until 1758, when they finally persuaded
the Ohio Indians that their homelands would be protected from encroachment only if they
would ally against the French and cease attacking Anglo-Americans east of the Ohio
territory.

It follows that Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia were unprepared when, with
support from the French, Delaware, Shawnee and Lenapi Indians attacked unprotected
frontier settlements after General Braddock’s defeat in July 1755 along the banks of the
Monongahela River in Western Pennsylvania. Swift raids by war parties with as few as a
dozen fighters created thousand of refugees reaching from the Delaware Water Gap in
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