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Recent Archaeological Progress at 
Elizabeth Plantation 
By Daniel Snyder 
 
   Friends of the HMPF may remember a past pro-
gram held in the Carriage House covering the excit-
ing archaeological finds resulting from the work of 
Dr. Timothy Trussel and the students and staff of 
Millersville University.  During the past two years, 
their focus was directed to related excavations on the 
beautiful island of Bermuda, where most recently, 
examples of Stiegel type glass have been found! 
 
   While the Millersville University team have been 
working to document and support the international 
business connections of Henry William Stiegel, two 
members of the HMPF have quietly continued their 
labors unearthing the remains of the iron furnace at 
Elizabeth Plantation for the past five years.  This 
effort continues to surprise and boggle the minds of 
novice archaeologists, Jeff Dreisbach and Daniel 
Snyder. 
 
   In recent years, a 100’+ tunnel, carrying water 
from the wheel house of the furnace was uncovered.  
As you can see in the photo above right, it still car-
ries water from unknown underground sources to the 
surface.  One task yet to be accomplished is dredg-
ing the floor of this tunnel for artifacts.  As you may 
notice in this image, current theory suggests this tun-
nel was originally a open raceway like that of the 
raceway above the wheelhouse, and later it was cov-
ered over with the arched ceiling to make room for 
expansion of the furnace operations above. 
 
   Another find during the 2009 season is the floor of  

the casting house.  A test pit 3’ X 3’ square was 
dug about 20’ south of the furnace opening.  About 
five to six feet down, the casting house floor, a 
dark, iron-rich, hard-packed clay base with strong 
magnetic qualities was found.  Found intact within 
this floor was an iron pin used to hold “fencing” 
that controlled the flow of pig iron in the casting 
house floor.  This finding strongly suggests a large 
majority of the casting house floor may remain 
intact . . . a sure source of rich, artifact-laden finds 
lying in wait to be uncovered! 
 
   The remains of the furnace, 27’ 3” long on the 
already uncovered, south and east sides, rises a 
maximum of approx. six feet high at the east 
tuyere (an arched opening where air was pumped 
into the furnace).  The furnace opening is meas-
ured at 18’ wide on the south side and has yet to be 
cleared of rock and debris. 
 
   To the north side, numerous stone foundations 
have been uncovered, one being 47’ long and 
nearly 5 feet wide . . obviously built for enormous 
weight!  It is unclear if these are the remains of the 
original furnace built in 1750 by Jacob Huber 

���������	
��
Published by the Historic Manheim Preservation Foundation, Inc.  Volume 8, Number 1            January 2010 

                   hmpf@manheim1762.org    www.manheim1762.org   717-665-5560 



2 

Elizabeth Plantation continued 
father-in-law of Henry Stiegel, or if they are founda-
tions built to support the wheel house, bellows or 
later steam equipment used to improve the furnace 
output.  Work will continue during the 2009 season 
in and around these various foundations, some of 
which are pictured below. 

   One of the most exciting discoveries in recent 
years was reaching the floor of the east side tuyere.  
Found on this clay-like soil floor rich with iron resi-
due and magnetism, were six iron implements used 
in the operation of the furnace, seemingly left in 
place by the workmen at the end of their workday.  
The image below shows these artifacts intact on the 
floor before their removal for cleaning and preserva-
tion.  Included in these tools was a long rod used to 
clean the opening of the tuyere, a shovel spade used 

to make paths for the iron flow in the casting house 
floor for the flow of pig iron, two “dogs” (iron de-
vices used to clamp together sides of a casting mold) 
and a “sprue” (used to fill a mold).  The large, 
square stone intact in the foreground of the photo 
was used as a base for a support for the metal pipe 
that carried the air into the center of the furnace. 
 
   Early this Spring, before the complete thawing of 
the earth would allow digging, Jeff and I decided to 
search nearby Spring Creek for possible artifacts.  
Within 45 minutes we found ten iron artifacts on the 
bottom of the creek-bed. . . apparently waiting pa-
tiently for our unbelieving eyes 150 to 200 years 
later!  Among these artifacts we found our first can-
non ball (likely a casting reject about 3” in diame-
ter), a portion of an iron pot and several different 
sized cast iron wheel hubs.  That was one day of dig-
ging we didn't get so tired. . . just cold and wet! 
 
   Being an industrial archaeology site, we do not 
commonly find the type and abundance of artifacts 
typically uncovered around or within domestic struc-
tures.  Nevertheless, we both find this project of infi-
nite fun and excitement knowing we are the first to 
be uncovering what was an important regional in-
dustry in the beginning days of our country.  An in-
dustry boasting international business ties through-
out the New World! 
 
   We expect this project to continue for at least sev-
eral more years with several more exciting parts of 
the furnace complex to uncover.  These include the 
main opening to the furnace, the wheel house (which 
could be 15’ to 20’ deep), the beginning end of the 
tunnel, the entire casting house floor and founda-
tions and unraveling the mystery of the north side 
f o u n d a -
t i o n s .  
Stay tuned 
for more 
p r o g re s s 
reports as 
the work 
continues! 
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Rep. James Buchanan, Edward Burd 
Grubb & Mount Hope Post Office 
   It is amazing that the letter seen below still exists. It 
was written by James Buchanan when he was a mem-
ber of the United States House of Representatives.  
Besides being written and signed by the man who 
would later (1857-1861) become President of the 
United States, the letter has an important connection to 
the Manheim area.  
 
                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
                             “Washington, February 28, 1831.  
Dear Sir,  
   I have presented your application for a post office 
at Mount Hope to the Postmaster General accompa-
nied by my own recommendation in favor of its es-
tablishment & your appointment as Post Master. I 
doubt not but that your request will be granted." 
                                              Your obedient servant,  
                                       James Buchanan    
Mr. Edward Burd Grubb” 
 
   Also shown in this article is a real photo postcard of 
the Mt. Hope Post Office that Edward Burd Grubb es-
tablished.  Around the year 1909, the Mount Hope 
Post Office had a rural delivery that: “Runs West to 
Mastersonville and Returns North to Mount Hope, 
Carrier, Albert Garner.  Distance 19 miles”   Mr. Gar-
ner could have had as many as 106 deliveries along his 
route of 19 miles. 

 
   The items that you see in this brief article, with the  
information they provide, are more than just collecti-
bles, they are the history and the heritage of those of 
us whose families have lived in the Manheim area 
for many generations.   
 
   I like to believe, when Manheim’s history and 
heritage are preserved, historians like George 
Danner,  John Kendig, George Heiges, Miles Keif-
fer, Elizabeth Keiffer and Nathaniel Long all ap-
plaud the accomplishments.  
                                                 JH                                                                                                   
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Indentured to Her Grandfather 
 

Almost no one would imagine that a child in late 
19th century American (1898) would be indentured, 
but, at the age of nine, Mabel Reist Koch, pictured 
below, was happily indentured to her grandfather.  
Because this is most unusual, we are also providing 

the text from the handwritten 
indenture.  As you will read, 
she was not indentured as a 
servant but rather for her lov-
ing care and education. 
 

“This Indenture, made the 
fifteenth day of June A D 
one thousand and eight hun-
dred and ninety eight �  Wit-
nesseth that Martin V. Koch 
of Haskin Wood County in 

the State of Ohio hath bound out and put his daugh-
ter Mabel R. Koch, and by these present doth bind 
and put his said daughter, Mabel R. apprentice to 
John Koch of the Borough of Manheim, in the 
County of Lancaster and State of Pennsylvania, with 
him to dwell and serve from the day of the date 
hereof to the seventeenth day of February A. D. one 
thousand nine hundred and ten (1910) and fully to be 
completed and ended, during which term the said 
Mabel R. Koch her master faithfully shall serve in 
all lawful business and manners according to her 
power and ability and honestly and obediently in all 
things demean and behave herself towards her said 
master during said term. �  Cond. the said John Koch 
will and shall teach and instruct, or cause to be 
taught and instructed, the said apprentice in sewing, 
knitting and housewifery, and in reading, writing 
and other useful branches of a common school edu-
cation, and shall and will during said term find, pro-
vide and allow her sufficient meat, drink, apparel, 
lodging and washing and all other necessaries.” 
 

In witness whereof the said parties have hereunto set 
their hands and seals the day and year first above 
written.           Martin V. Koch                   (seal) 
            John W. Koch                     (seal) 
Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of us,   
 John G. Watts   A & S Hamal Co. 
                                                        JH 

On December 9th and 16th, Santa Clause again 
honored the Foundation by greeting the children 
at Christmas Time in our Carriage House meet-
ing room.   Thank you Elizabeth Keiffer for what 
you have provided for all of us, young and old. 
 

Acquisitions 
Several books pertaining to early American glass 
and German Americans - a gift from our Texas 
member Eddie Yetter, a descendent of Martin Yetter 
who worked for Henry Wm. Stiegel.  Also a cash 
gift from HMPF member Steve Michael towards 
purchasing a 6 vol. set of the Appletons’ Cyclopae-
dia of American Biography, issued 1888-89.   
                                         �  
We are in the process of scanning documents onto 
our computer records for future use in newsletter 
articles and we are also updating  the catalog system 
(adding recent acquisitions) established by Helen 
Warnke.  Your help is needed!                     

 
 
The Old Lamplighter,  
of Long, Long Ago �  
The lantern that you see  pictured here 
was carried by Mose Heagy when he 
lighted the lamppost lanterns in 
Manheim.  The picture and the  
information have been furnished by 
Mrs. Thelma Bates, Mr. Heagy’s great 
granddaughter.    
 
We are hoping that Mrs. Bates will  
provide Our Heritage with more of her 
memories of  Manheim.      JH 

 
 

2010 DUES 
If a check mark appears here_____, your 2010 
membership payment of $20.00 is due.  We hope 
that you will continue to support the Foundation.   

               Thank you! 
 

Happy New Year 


