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Corhaven Slave Cemetery the retreat farm is known, seeking solace or sanctu-
A Stiegel Connection ary, alone or in groups. A 1fcre slice of a former
by Richard Cummings 600-acre, 18th century plantation named Edge Hill
was purchased several years ago.

On May 2, 2016, the Washington Post publisheda |t wasnot until after t|
story by Sarah Wheeler titled: Rev. Bill Haley, the faci
"Long -lost slave cemetery discovered and pre- his wife, Tara, who live with their children at Cor-
served in rural Virginia." The story is included haven, began to hear rumors that the new property
below in its entirety. contained a cemetery. Eventually, a search was

launched and an area containing field stone markers

"They sang all six verses of "Amazing Grace," the and depressions in the earth was found. County re-
hundred or so neighbors and visitors who had gathc o r ds i denti fied it as "3
ered under gray skies to honor 24 men and womerpamuel Moore, a slave owner, bought Edge Hill in
and one child who had died before the end of thel846.

Civil War. In life they had all been slaves whose fi- The graveyard, one of only three known slave
nal resting place was a patch of cleared earth about @emeteries in Shenandoah County, is now a part of
mile from the master 6s Watéehavenhas taoffes. Itis afwiet put welgomm u
nity of Quicksburg i n t Heplagepgowmtkerhif ang aut af sightfof theiHa-g |
Shenandoah Valley. That cemetery was long agd € Y 0 s ABimpieghreerail wood fence encloses
abandoned and had disappeared beneath brush, vind¥ entrance, a walkway defined by rough mulch,
and spreading woods. A century or more may haveand the burial groundPlain wood benches are pro-
passed since anyone last visited it. Those buriedided in the graveyard, where paths skirt the few
there seemed to be as forgotten as the place. markers that have survived as well as the graves laid

"A lost community was found here,” was how Out in several rows. A brass plaque identifies the
Sarah Kohrs, director of the newly named Corhavergraveyard and reads: "The names of the unknown
Graveyard, explained it at the solemn dedicationsouls buried here were not recorded. Yet we know
ceremony April 30. More than a year of hard work the names of some of the enslaved persons who once
by several teams of volunteers had returned the burabored long on this plantation. Some may lie here.
ial ground to cleared land. "A cemetery is sometimesWe recognize their dignity. We honor their mem-
the only record left," she said. ory."

The lost graveyard was found whére nonprofit
Coraclewanted to expand its property to include a A list follows: TOM, GEORGE, NAN & HER
stretch of nearby Holman Creek. The plan was toCHILD, JAMES, SAM, DOLL, JOHN, OLD NAN,
create longer walking trails through the woods andSUE, REUBEN, MARY, JENNY, OLD JACK,
along the creek for those who comeCorhaven as SALL, WINNEY, TOBY, ANN A
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But what does this unique and interesting place
have to do with our Stiegel ancestors? | am Richard
Cummings, a % great grandson of Jacob Stiegel,
only son of Henry William Stiegel. | visited the
graveyard to add to my understanding of my ances-
torso lives. A large pioftedminger LibhaH 'rdcdhiy! alldedPBethd
site shows the location of the graveyard near thep hotographs of William M
property line between the land grants of Danielp o e . The above appeare
Holeman and Jacob Holeman. Jacob Stiegel boughtentennial book. It is a depiction of what Henry
both of these properties between 1784 and 1796, sQyi | | i a m ABé¢rican Gliat|Gass Manufac-
at one time he owned the land where the slave 9raV&pry might have looked like, based on legend.
yard now lies.

Jacob Stiegel married the daughter of Jacob Hole-
man and they had one son, Jacob. When Holeman
died in 1783, his will bequeathed several slaves to
his daughter, Rachel, which then became the prop-
erty of Stiegel . Thoseg
Jenny, Boatswin, and Nan Sr. k

As property, slaves were sometimes recorded in =“RESE e W
deed books. Shenandoah County Deed Book G, _ : | H‘W .
Page 448, dated April 29, 1790, as abstracted by " m s - =
Amelia C. Gilreath reads as follows: :

"Know all men by these presents that | Jacob ‘ i o
Steagl e of County of Shenandoahé. have | iberated
and set free Nan a negro Woman from being my  Heintzelman Carriage House, Manheim
Slaveéln testimony | have setpy{fianfMedofhsey seal th
2d"April 1790¢é" It was located at the rear of 22 South Prussian Street.

For more information about the slave graveyard,
visit the following page: Also Acquired:
http://inthecoracle.org/whate-do/slavecemetery A rare variant of Abr ah:
atcorhaven/ stopper for canning jars. See our newsletter dated

_ . ~April 2013, for more information on Abraham Kline
We are grateful to Richard Cummings for provid- ang his patents.

ing this article and others and for making us aware A pundle of early quill pens that have amazingly
of the graveyard restoration and preservation. Wesyryived from the early times when they would have
urge our readers to visit the Corhaven website and t¢een used in writing letters and signing documents,
support their efforts. pictured in the article on page 6 of this newsletter.
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The Stiegel Farm in Augusta County, Va.  ownership was son Charles Bright Stiegel who left
by Richard Cummings the farm to his widow, Sallie J. Stiegel in 1902. As
The townspeople of Manheim may frequently passthe newspaper article explains, it was 1943 when the
Stiegel Street, and occasionally think of the founderfarm was put up for sale and the highest bidder was
of their fine borough in Lancaster County. But @ great grandson of Jacob Stiegel. That man was
many of these fol ks pr olerkert Waltgro Stiegel, whese @allanthagemptita
gusta County, Virginia, there is a Stiegel Lane,keep the land in the family fell short when it was
named for Henry Williamsddkin d94% | dn fack the land $tayrd ig the
e , ; - R A N Stiegel family for 128 years.
o Here is a remarkable photograph of the Stiegel
family taken on the Stiegel Farm about 1898, pro-
vided by Charles B. Stie
Linda Lou Harman Puffenbarger.
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Son Jacob Stiegel bought the land in 1819 and built
a fine brick house. He died in 1828 but the farm
continued in his family for many years. In fact, the
wire services put out a news story in 1943 that was
published in many newspapers. The Sandusky Regl-.
ister StarNews was one such paper: "Family Has !
Record for Land Ownership." Waynesboro, Va.
Probably the record for family ownership of a single

piece of property in this part of Virginia goes to the . . S .
: : . ginia performed a historical inventory that included
Stiegel family, descendants of the originators of thethe “Sallie J. Steigle Home." The material can be

famous Stiegel glass. The family has kept a farmfounol online at the Library of Virginia bage
near New Hope for the past 133 years. Grover C,o_ . , : y ginia page.

. o e Sallie” (seen in the picture above) was interviewed
Stiegel of Wayneshoro farmed ihe land until this and described as follows: "Mrs. Steigle is an attrac-
past spring when his mother, Mrs. Charles B. . : 9

Stiegel, died. The farm equipment was sold at Ioub_t|ve little lady of eighty three summers, who man-

lic auction, and in order to settle the estate, the homgges this eighty acre farm with the help of a colored

was put on the block, but a great grandson of thanan, and lives all alone, milks four cows night and

first owneri Jacob Stiegel was the high bidder so morning, raises poqltry, a ggrdgn_ and does_all the
. . - house work and at time of this visit, she was in gar-
the land will stay in the family.

Further research shows that the news article is no‘EIen digging potatoes. S_.he has lived her_e 57 years.
Unfortunately, according to sources in Augusta,

entirely accurate. Jacob Stiegel did buy land in Au-the house no longer stands. having fallen due to ne-
gusta County in 1809, but eventually sold that land 9 o 9!
glect. But for a long time it was a fine house on a

and bought what was to become the "Stiegel Farm" ¥ * . : : .
in 1819. When Jacob died, the farm passed to higrlzed piece of property on the Middle River, a mile
: ' and a half northwest of New Hope, Virginia.

only son, also named Jacob. The next Stiegel to take
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From left to right, with birth years: William Frank-
n (1889), Charles Bright (1824), Louisa (1887),
Nancy Alice (1882), Sarah Sallie (1855), Grover
Cleveland (1885), and Herbert Walton (1880).

In 1937 the Works Progress Administration of Vir-
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At One Time ! That the said company to exist for the term of nine
Pictured below is the trolley station that at one hundred and ninetgine (999) years.
time stood along the east side of South Main Street,
just a short distance south of the railroad tracks.
From a diary notation recently received, the station

\:/Lv§257destroyed by fire on Monday, September 19, The route is as follows, namely; commencing at a

Also pictured are the original documents for the point, the ir.ltersecti'on of North Queen Street and
b g New Street in the city of Lancaster, County of Lan-

trolley line to Lancaster. The documents were on : o
exhibit in the HMPF library on December 14, 2003, caster and State of Pennsylvania, thence continuing

during the Manheim Christmas Tour of Homes in a northerly direction on North Queen Street to
' Liberty Street; thence in a westerly direction on

Liberty Street to the intersection of the Lancaster &
Manheim Turnpike and Liberty Street; thence in a
northwesterly direction on and along the said turn-
pike through the townships of Manheim, East
Hempfield, Rapho and Penn; to a point in the south-
erly line of the borough of Manheim; thence in a
northerly direction on and along South Prussian
Street in the borough of Manheim to Market Square;
thence in a westerly direction on Market Square to
Charlotte Street; thence in a southerly direction on
Charlotte Street to Stiegel Street; thence in easterly
direction on Stiegel Street to an intersection with the
above mentioned line on South Prussian Street;
thence returning by the same route to the place of
beginning, forming a complete circuit by its own
tracks.

That the length of said road will be, as near as may
be TEN miles.

That said railway is to be operated by Electric
power."

Because the Reading Railroad Company would not
allow the trolley line to cross their tracks, the Lan-
caster, Petersburg and Manheim Railway (trolley)
Company had to end the route south of the present

The document in the center frame is the original@ilroad tracks.
charter of the Lancaster, Petersburg and Manheim
Railway (trolley) Company. The other two framed
items are a stock certificate of the Railway Com-
pany, which represents 71% of the total stock sold,
and the original "Articles of Association" of the
company dated May 14, 1889. The charter is signed
by Pennsylvania Gov. William Stone (182903).

The following is information from the "Articles of
Association":

"That the name of the said company is Lancaster,

Peteerurg & Manheim Rallway Company' Postcard from Charles Ensminger collection.




