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Manheim Postal Service Established 
                           1815 
In 1914 the total postal receipts for the year 
amounted to $7,240.40 and the money order busi-

ness was $21,371.28.  
In 1938 the postal re-
ceipts were $43,422.78 
and the money order 
business soared to 
$222,423.04. 
 
The post office build-
ing in 1914 was very 
small and residents 
spent hours waiting for 
the arrival of the daily 
mails.  It was located 
at 21 South Main 
Street.  It was the 

town’s gathering place, and the place where boy met 
girl; where the business man met his friends; where 
everyone had to come for the daily mail. 
 
The postmaster in the year 1914 was Charles A. 
Dunlap.  The assistant was Miss Lizzie Meixell and 
Miss Lizzie Houser was the clerk. There were six 
rural routes leading out of the borough with these 
carriers: M. B. Gonter, Walter B. Hess, Howard 
Carter, Eli Barr, Monroe Buch and Ben Hess. 
 
In 1939, the date of the source of this information, 
Mrs. Ruth E. Mackley, the postmistress had four as-
sistants, as follows: Ira E. Diehm, assistant postmas-
ter; Roy Degler, Money Order clerk; Herman Bol-
ster and Abe Longenecker, clerks.  

Town delivery was begun in June, 1918 as an ex-
periment with Ira Diehm acting as mail carrier.  In 
1920 permanent delivery was established.  Town 
carriers were: Frank Gibble, Harold Bomberger, 
Jere Earhart and Robert Coleman.  Harry Storm-
feltz was contract mail messenger and Charles 
Stormfeltz, special delivery messenger.  In 1939, 
the daily mails were handled by twelve men. 
 
The 1906 picture is of the Post Office located at 21 
South Prussian Street. The Post Office moved 
from this location on July 1, 1923 to the old Me-
chanic’s Building at 54 South Main Street 
(formally known as Prussian Street) and in 1935 to 
its present location at 47 South Main Street.  The 
1906 location in later years became Miss Leonia 
Gingrich’s Quality Shop.  All who remember Miss 
Gingrich’s shop know what wonderful items she 
had for sale. 
 
The following is a list of the postmasters who 
served the community of Manheim: 
 
John Heintzelman, September 5, 1815; Peter 
Heintzelman, November 18, 1821; John Bartruff, 
November 3, 1824; Samuel Ensminger, July 9, 
1841; George Eby, June 2 1845; Henry Shaffner, 
December 9, 1845; Gabriel Shaffner, February 15, 
1849; Daniel W. May, March 20, 1849;  George 
D. Miller, January 26, 1853; Andrew J. Eby, Feb-
ruary 19, 1853; John M. Ensminger, June 18, 
1861; Jeremiah M. Hahn, March 3, 1875; Simon S. 
Young, July 29, 1885; Samuel M. Long, June 15, 
1889; Benjamin A. Donavan, December 14, 1893; 
Christian J. Reiff, January 14, 1898;  
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Manheim Postal Service continued: 
 
Charles A. Dunlap, May 29, 1902; Clarence H. 
Young,  February 22, 1915;  John L. Coldren,  Janu-
ary 24, 1924; Raymond E. Brosey (acting), February 
15, 1936; Mrs. Ruth E. Mackley, June 20, 1936. 

 
Most of the information in this article was obtained 
from the one published in the Manheim Sentinel on 
September 28, 1939.  
                                         �   

Samuel Hull Lehman                              
The following is a little more information concern-
ing the wonderful donation of carvings that we re-
ceived from Samuel H. Lehman’s family:  
Most of the information on Mr. Lehman’s life was 
furnished by his daughter Katherine Lehman, and by 
Ben Hershey.  Besides the more complete story of 
Mr. Lehman’s life that we now have in the HMPF 
library, we also have related photographs.  The fam-
ily members, and especially  Betty Schmidt Willis 
(Samuel's granddaughter) and Chip Hoover ( Sam-
uel’s great, grandson), have made it possible to pre-
serve and exhibit the carvings here at HMPF. 
Below are two more carvings that we received. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                        
 

Acquisitions & Donations: 
1.  The book 800 Proved Pecan Recipes and a Man-
heim postcard - gift from the Ray Loercher Family 
2.  With a donation from member Steve Michael and 
a referral fee received from an auction company, we 
have been able to purchase a new camera. 
3. Abraham Lincoln, by C-SPAN 
4. The Northumberland Man, by Barry McFarland 
 
With this issue of our newsletter, we are enclosing 
two of our new business size cards.  The cards 
were printed for us by the Miller Printing Com-
pany in Lititz. 

Christian Bear’s Cigar Box Factory 

Christian Bear’s employees can be seen in the 
above photograph.  The factory was located at the 
rear of Mr. Bear’s home at 27 West Ferdinand 
Street.  The employees pictured are, front row left 
to right:  Melvin Shreiner; William Hosler, Jim Ho-
sler’s grandfather; Nathan Hahn, later to become a 
long time dealer in antiques and father of Artie 
Hahn; Charles Miller.  Middle row, left to right: 
Nettie Danner; Ada Wittle Taylor; Mrs. Warren 
Berkeimer; Mrs. William Heagy; Mrs. E.E. Kready, 
Junior Kready’s mother; Milton Stormfeltz; Francis 
Ladel.  Back row, left to right: Mrs. William Ho-
sler, Jim Hosler’s grandmother; Christian Bear; 
Charles Ritter; Mrs. Frank E. Keiffer, Miles Keif-
fer’s mother.  At the time this picture was taken, ca 
1895, the ladies were not yet married.   
                                           �      
                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  World War II Scrap Drive on Market Square      
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Longenecker’s Record Department 
and  Schmick’s Ice Cream Parlor 
 
   Our organization received a letter from Mrs. 
Thelma Bates who now lives in Texas.  Those of us 
who grew up in Manheim will have fond memories 
of Mrs. Bates and of visiting the Record Department 
located inside Longenecker’s Hardware Store at 39 
Market Square.  Mrs. Bates was the person in charge 
of the department and she would play any record for 
you if you wanted to hear the songs or tunes before 
you made a purchase.  Those were the days of the 
big bands and of wonderful music and songs. 
   A few years earlier, Mrs. Bates was in charge of 
Schmick’s Ice Cream Parlor located at 52 South 
Main Street in Manheim.  Besides having vivid and 
found memories of both locations, the writer of this 
brief article is lucky enough to have two copies of 
the booklets that were given to customers visiting 
the Record Department. Pictured below is the cover 
from one of the booklets. Unfortunately, we have no 
ephemera related to Schmick’s Ice Cream Parlor.   
 
  

Mount Hope, the Mansion House 
and the Grubbs 
   What you will read in this article was taken from 
notes written by Miles H. Keiffer.   Some of the in-
formation is dated May 17, 1917.  Miles’ life re-
volved around his family heritage and the history of 
Pennsylvania.  He was associated with many promi-
nent historians and he knew Miss Daisy Grubb.  We 
are fortunate that Miles’ deep interest in history led 
him to record many important facts concerning our 
local area. 
                          Miles Keiffer’s notes 
   Before considering this grand structure, one should 
first review some facts related to the history of the 
Grubb Family.  John Grubb came to this country and 
took up land at Chester Creek, Delaware in 1677.  
By 1682 the location was known as Grubb’s Land-
ing.  In 1703 he moved from Chester Creek to Mar-
cus Hook, Pennsylvania. 
   Peter Grubb, one of John Grubb’s nine children, 
came to this area about 1730 and had the distinction of 
being the person who discovered the vast bed of iron 
ore at Cornwall, Lebanon County (then Lancaster 
County), just a few miles from Mount. Hope.   John 
Grubb and his son Peter established a small furnace 
on the north slope of the hills at Cornwall in 1734.  
By 1742 the Cornwall furnace was of great impor-
tance to the economy of Pennsylvania.  He became 
the proprietor of the celebrated Cornwall ore hills of 
almost pure magnetic ore, and also became one of 
the pioneers of the Pennsylvania iron and manufac-
turing industries.  The land owned by the Grubbs in 
the mid 18th century consisted of approximately 20 
thousand acres of wooded hills of hard timber and 
much outcrop of 40% magnetite iron ore. Mount 
Hope was a part of the original tract. 
   Peter Grubb II and Curtis were born in Cornwall.  
According to Old English law two thirds of the Peter 
Grubb Estate went to Peter II and one third (this 
Mount Hope Estate) to Curtis.  After a disagreement 
between the two brothers, Peter bought the Mount 
Hope area, and in 1784 erected a furnace, after hav-
ing served as a Colonel in the 8th Battalion during 
the Revolutionary War.  He was married to Mary 
Shippen Burd, a niece of Peggy Shippen, who was 
the wife of Benedict Arnold. 
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   The Mansion was built in 1800 by Henry Bates 
Grubb, son of Peter II.  At that time the estate con-
sisted of 3000 acres which, without a doubt was en-
riched by the spacious inviting Mansion and a post 
office, blacksmith ship, store, butcher shop, soap 
manufactory, ice house and formal gardens with 
boxwood.  Many of these buildings are still stand-
ing. 
   To form some idea of the magnitude of the Man-
sion, at the height of its glory, its complement con-
sisted of over eighty people. The grand entrance, 
ballroom, music room, solarium and dining room 
were enjoyed by many famous dignitaries of Ameri-
can history, some of these being: President U. S. 
Grant, General McClellan, Senators and Congress-
men. 
   Many years ago Miss Daisy Grubb pointed out to 
me where the huge red sand stone was quarried for 
the addition of both wings and tower extension.  
This was from 1870 to 1890 at which time the water 
power elevator was erected.  The original size of the 
Mansion was approximately 50 x 50 feet.  In the 
year of 1850 a gas plant was erected with gas light-
ing throughout the building and a new type of 
kitchen stove, about three times the size of the old 
wood and coal stove, was installed.   Also there was 
a rebuilding of the ice refrigerator.  One of the origi-
nal ice storage buildings still remains to the rear of 
the Mansion. 
   The original fireplaces were gradually put out of 
service when a new steam boiler was erected.  Fuel, 
when it was cord wood, required two men to make 
two hauling trips to the mountain side with a six 
mule team.  Later, it was not uncommon for the 
trucks to go weekly to the coal mine for 28 to 40 
tons of coal. 
   In the year of 1884, Henry Bates Grubb proposed 
to the newly organized Manheim Water Co., that he 
supply water to Manheim from the spring reservoir 
on his property at no cost for the water, as long as 
grass grows and water flows, provided that the Man-
heim Water Co. would buy from him the 12” cast 
iron pipe required to supply the flow of water and to 
have his men erect the water line.  Fortunately for 
the Grubbs, this did not materialize. 
   Miss Daisy Grubb was the last member of the fam-
ily to own the Mount Hope Estate.   She was born in  

1850 and passed away in 1936 at the age of 86.  Af-
ter her passing the vast estate was sold and divided 
into many parts. 
Footnote:  George Heiges said that at one time he 
was offered the Mansion with some surrounding 
acreage for $8,500.00.                                                             

 From page 90 in Lancaster County Waysides by John Kendig.  
                                          �  

Programs: 
Sunday, April 26th  This first program for 2009 will 
start a 3 p.m.  The program will be: “Canals and 
Canal Life in and around the Susquehanna River 
Basin”.   
 
Sunday, May 31st 2pm  Political Memorabilia  The 
speaker will show and discuss many unusual and 
unique items associated with United States Presi-
dents and their campaigns.   
 
Sunday, June 14th  2pm  Henry William Stiegel: A 
Sampler of His Three A’s   This will include docu-
ments; his glass and iron artifacts found both above 
ground and under ground.  Harry Kels Swan will be 
our guest speaker.  
 
If a check mark appears here_____, your 2009 
membership payment of $20.00 is due.  We hope 
that you will continue to support the Foundation.   

               Thank you! 
 


